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TREASURE ISLAND

ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON

which sprung sharp to leeward; and I think this
saved my life, for it struck Hands across the chest,
and stopped him, for the moment, dead.

Before he could recover | was safe out of the cor-
ner where he had me tapped, with all the deck to
dodge about Just forward of the mainmast |
stopped, drew a pistol from my pocker, took & cool
aim, though he had already turned and was once
more coming directly after me, and drew the trigger.
The hammer fell, but there followed neither flash
nor sound; the priming was useless with sea water. |
cursed myself for my neglect. Why had not 1, long
before, reprimed and reloaded my only weapons?
Then I should not have been as now, a mere fleeing
sheep before this burcher,

Wounded as he was, it was wonderful how fast he
could mave, his grizzled hair tumbling over his Face
and his face itself as red as a red ensign with his
haste and fury | had no time 0 try my ocher pistol,
nor, indeed, much inclination, for 1 was sure it
would be useless. One thing | saw plainly: [ must not
siraply retreat before him, or he would speedily hold
me boxed into the bows, as a moment since he had

struck not half a Foot below
ward flight; and there stood
mouth apen and his face upt

279,01 38

Crarrer XVI
Narsamve CowTmeuen ¥ THE DocTor—Hg
WAS ABANDONED

It was sbout helf-past sne—three bells
phrase—that the twe beats went ashes
Hispaniola. The captain, the squirs, 3
talking matters over in the cabin. Had
breath of wind, we should have fallen
mutineers who were left abaard with us,
cable, and away to sea. But the wind w
and, to complete our helplessness, d
Hunter with the news that Jum Hawkins
into & boat and was gone ashore with th
It had never occurred to us to doubt i
but we were alarmed for his safety. With)
the temper they wers in, it seemed an
we shauld see the lad again, We ran o
pitch was bubbling in the scams; the nss
the place turned me sick; If ever a man =
and dysentery it was in that abominable

Captain Flint. It is to be hoped 5o, | suppase, for his
chances of comfort in anather world are very small
The bar silver and the arms still e, for all that |
knaw, where Flint buried them; and certainly they
shall lie there for me. Oxen and wain-ropes would
mat bring me back sgain ta that accursed island, and
the worst dreams that ever | have are when | hear
the surf booming sbout 1t eoasts, or Start upright in
bed, with the sharp voice of Captain Flint stll
Tinging in my ears: “Pieces of elght! pieces of eight!™
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